Common Rat
(Rattus norvegicus)

Callsave: 1850 201 640
The three rodent pest species which are most common are commensal, that is they live in close association
with man, and may be dependent on him for food and shelter. This is a relationship that has evolved over
many centuries.
The three species are:Rattus norvegicus - The common, Norway, sewer or brown rat.
Rattus Rattus - The ship, roof or black rat
Mus domesticus - The house mouse

These species have become so well adapted to living in close association with man that they have acquired a
worldwide distribution. Their adaptability hasenabled them to survive extremes of climate from the frozen
tundra to the dry barren desert.

The common rat has only been recorded in Ireland since early in the 18th century. It is thought to have
been introduced in shipping from Russia, and did not originate in Norway, despite one of its common
names.
Common rats are far more active burrowers than the other two species. The holes formed average about
10 cm in diameter, and most do not extend far into the ground. Sometimes a complicated tunnel system
with several openings is produced.
Rats can also climb up the outside of vertical pipes (such as drain pipes) provided they are against a wall,
by bracing their backs against one of the surfaces. They can even climb the inside of a vertical pipe if its
diameter is no greater than 10cm. Common rats can jump to a height of about 70-cm.
Rats are reasonably good swimmers, so open water does not necessarily hinder their movements. Indeed,
common rats are often found beside water, living onthe banks of streams and ditches, and also in sewers.
They dive well, and can remain submerged for a considerable time

NEW OBJECT REACTION
A very important factor having a bearing on the control of rodents is their natural and characteristic form
of behaviour when encountering strange or new objects in their environment
Rodents have an intimate knowledge of their surroundings, and common rats in particular treat any strange
object or disturbance of their habitat with marked suspicion, and investigate cautiously. The term 'new
object reaction' (neophobia) has been applied to this behaviour, and it may be several days before common
rats will, for example, enter traps or bait containers and feed freely.
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