House Mouse
(Mus domesticus)

Callsave: 1850 201 640
The three rodent pest species which are most common are commensal, that is they live in close association
with man, and may be dependent on him for food and shelter. This is a relationship that has evolved over
many centuries.
The three species are:Rattus norvegicus - The common, Norway, sewer or brown rat.
Rattus Rattus - The ship, roof or black rat
Mus domesticus - The house mouse

These species have become so well adapted to living in close association with man that they have acquired a
worldwide distribution. Their adaptability hasenabled them to survive extremes of climate from the frozen
tundra to the dry barren desert.
House mice will burrow in soil when they are living outdoors or where no other harbourage is available.
For example, in deep pit poultry houses burrows may be made in the dry poultry manure and earthen floors,
and very large mouse populations can develop, placing a premium on nesting sites.
All three species, especially the ship rat and house mouse, are good climbers and they can climb vertical walls
if the surfaces are sufficiently rough. House mice tend to avoid wet conditions but they are capable of
swimming if necessary.
The movements of rodents are mainly nocturnal, and normal activity is at a minimum during daylight hours.
The two peak periods of activity generally follow the onset of darkness and precede sunrise, and coincide with
the period of greatest food consumption. However, when food is scarce or when populations are dense and
subject to little disturbance rodents may be seen during the daytime.
Their feeding patterns and other activities can also change according to local circumstances and will be affected,
for example, by shift work in factories.
The foraging ranges of house mice can overlap and be as small as 5 square metres. For infestations in most
buildings individual mice will not move more than 3 to 10 metres. Despite this relatively static behaviour,
expanding populations of rodents in urban areas can rapidly exploit unoccupied areas and nearby premises
The house mouse can exist on very little water and its intake is largely regulatedby the moisture content of its
food and the external temperature. It can live without drinking water when the moisture in its food is about 15
to 16%. However, mice will often obtain water by nibbling succulent foods such as melons,tomatoes and apple.
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